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INTRODUCTION 

The majority of the African population lives in rural areas and is dependent on climate-sensitive areas such as agriculture as a vital source of export revenue in addition to food security. Despite this importance the sector continues to suffer from poor productivity due mostly to environmental degradation and unpredictable climatic changes. According to UN studies, climate change-induced famine may result in more than 50 million environmental refugees in Africa alone in the near future. In this regard, areas of particular concern in Africa include climate change mitigation and adaptation, deforestation, flooding, drought, and desertification as well as chemical and agrochemicals and pesticides mismanagement.  The lack of means and capacity to address these environmental disasters enhance Africa’s vulnerability. Unsustainable development practices and poor management of natural resources has lead to the loss of biodiversity and disappearance of critical ecosystems. Furthermore, deforestation and the advancement of the desert are phenomena which must be seriously tackled by Africa; in Sub-Saharan Africa, the proportion of forested land is said to have dropped from 29 per cent in 1990 to 26 per cent in 2005. Exposure due to pollution due to hazardous chemicals and use of harmful chemicals and waste has increased, particularly in the agricultural and industrial sectors. This has led to increased water contamination. At least 50,000 tons of obsolete pesticides have accumulated across Africa. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and PCB contaminated equipment are stored as waste or are still in service in many countries. Although Africa’s contribution to the emission of green house gas is comparatively low with an average African producing nearly one tenth of the carbon dioxide produced by an average person in the developed world, nonetheless Africa is one of the more affected continents and one that benefits the least from the carbon credit financing mechanism established under the Kyoto Protocol of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  
RATIONALE AND JUSTIFICATION
    In view of the above developments, there is clear indication that there is linkage between economic growth, environmental preservation and social development, and Africa needs to address environmental disasters and degradation if it is to meet the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs are strategic milestones in all developmental agendas and poverty reduction strategy programmes of African countries, yet in developing these programmes environmental concerns are not adequately mainstreamed; the environment sector is still not considered as a political and financial priority. The international approach to tackle environmental issues in a global manner has lead to the adoption of numerous multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs). Most African countries are Parties to these MEAs even though they lack capacity to implement and enforce these agreements.

To address the need of African ACP countries to effectively implement MEAs thereby contributing to efforts to achieve sustainable development, the European Commission under the framework of the 9th EDF is funding the establishment of a capacity building programme related to MEAs in ACP Countries (EC ACP MEAs Programme). The African Union Commission (AUC) is the African Hub for the EC ACP MEAs Programme and serves African ACP countries. Additionally, support to the implementation of specific MEAs will be provided under four sub-components, namely Clean Development Mechanism, Combating Desertification, Sound Management of Chemicals and clean up of obsolete pesticides. The capacities of African negotiators in international negotiations and in their participation in the carbon credit markets, under the Kyoto Protocol arrangements, their ability to manage chemicals in a sound manner, their capacities to address issues related to desertification and accumulation of obsolete pesticides are also expected to be built or strengthened through the EC ACP MEAs Programme. The African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) in its Johannesburg meeting of June 2008 fully endorsed the EC ACP MEAs Programme and urged the full participation of countries in its implementation, so as to take ownership of the Programme.
As a prerequisite for the effective implementation of the EC ACP MEAS Programme, the capacity development needs of Africa ACP countries with regard to MEAs must to be determined. An initial desk study based on previous needs identification activities, such as the GEF national capacity self assessments, state of the environment reports, reports to MEA Secretariats, decision of MEA COPs/MOPs have revealed that these needs include:

· capacity building in implementation and enforcement of MEAS as well as in negotiation skills and participation to benefit from the carbon credit mechanism
· awareness raising;  
· institutional strengthening
· financial resources

· Adequate regulatory and legislative capacities
· Adequate information-exchange systems 

· Adequate mainstreaming of MEAs into development policies, poverty reduction strategy papers as well as into national and regional sector policies, strategies and action plans. 
· Involvement of national and regional scientists into regional and sub regional programs

· Support to regional initiatives
Using the already identified needs as a basis, three needs assessment workshops will be conducted during the inception phase of the EC ACP MEAs Programme, which ends on 31 August 2009 endorse the needs and priorities of the continent, sub-regions and countries with regard to MEAs capacity building needs. Once these needs are identified, prioritized, and endorsed, detailed and budgeted activity plans will be developed to answer to these needs, and in line with the Project document already prepared. 
OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP
The objectives of the workshop: 

1) To prioritize and endorse the capacity development needs of Africa, the four sub-regions covered by the Programme, as well as individual countries, with regard to MEAs;
2) To obtain  African ACP countries’ buy-in for the EC ACP MEAs Programme and the activities to be rolled out under it;
3) To exchange views and ideas with EC ACP MEA Programme partner countries, particularly on links with other ongoing projects;
4) To facilitate the development of the African Hub inception report and the detailed costed work plan under the EC ACP MEAs Programme;
5) To consult with stakeholders and to obtain their input on the detailed costed work plan.
EXPECTED OUTCOME

The outcome of the workshop would be 
· Clear indication of needs and priorities of Africa in terms of MEAs implementation;

· Africa ACP countries’ expectations regarding the EC ACP MEAs programme;
· Outline of a costed work plan for African ACP countries.
DATE AND VENUE OF WORKSHOP/S

The first workshop was hosted by UNEP in Nairobi from the 7th to 9th   July 2009. African ACP countries from Eastern and Western Africa participated in this workshop. A second workshop for Southern, Central Africa, and the Island States as well as countries absent from the 11-13 August 2009. 

PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS

Participants for the workshops would be drawn from African ACP Countries, AU Organs; UNEP, African Regional Economic Communities; MEA Secretariats; Pacific hub; Caribean Hub; key international partners; relevant international and regional organizations; technical experts on environment and related issues; other stakeholders.
MODE OF DELIVERY

The workshop will be conducted in French and English with simultaneous interpretation.
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