The South Africa-European Union Strategic Partnership

Joint Action Plan

Relations between South Africa and the European Union have flourished since the birth of
democracy in South Africa in 1994. Building on shared values and common interests, South
Africa and the EU have developed, in just twelve years, a comprehensive partnership, of which
one important pillar is the Trade, Development and Co-operation Agreement (TDCA). This
partnership underlines the depth and sincerity of our bilateral relations, which have developed

into a mutually beneficial true partnership based on equality.

South Africa and the EU consider each other as true strategic partners. South Africa and the EU
share many common values and beliefs, making them natural partners to promote development,
socio-economic and political progress, as well as stability in a globalising world. Both partners
support the struggle against poverty and underdevelopment, racism and xenophobia, as well as
the promotion of equal distribution of power, influence and opportunity in the global political and
economic systems. South Africa and the EU strongly believe in the primacy of liberty, peace and
security, equality, democracy, human rights, good govemnance, tolerance and respect for the rule
of law, and are commitied to advancing these values in Africa and globally. Both partners believe
in rules-based multilateralism, the primacy of the UN in global security matters, sustainable
development, the basic economic principles of a social market economy, free and fair trade and
an equitable international economic order. South Africa and the EU further share a concern for
the environment in general, and climate change in particular. Both partners recognize the
fundamental role of science and technology innovation for development and are committed to

closer cooperation in this regard.



South Africa and the EU are both fully committed to a vision of an African Continent which is
prosperous, peaceful, democratic, non-racial, non-sexist and united, and which contributes to a
world that is just and equitable. The EU fully supports South Africa's commitment to the African
Agenda, including the African Union and its socio-economic programme, NEPAD. Both
partners are also committed to ensuring that the interests of developing and emerging countries
are addressed. Both partners agree that the Strategic Partnership will be supportive of regional

integration in SADC and the proposed Joint EU-Africa Strategy.

A key element of the Strategic Partnership is the common commitment to promoting an agenda
of liberty, peace, security and stability in the world, and in Africa in particular. South Africa and
the EU share the understanding that security and development are inter-dependent, and that both
parties play key global roles in this regard. South Africa and the European Union recognize the

importance of regional cooperation and integration.

The Strategic Partnership shall be built on the existing relations between the EU and South
Africa, with the objective to strengthen and to bring added value to these relations while being
fully consistent with international human rights obligations as well as with the EU Strategy for

Africa and the EU consensus on development.

The TDCA provides an important legal basis for relations between South Africa and the
European Union. Furthermore, South Africa and the European Union's common interests provide
a natural foundation for a strategic partnership that significantly enhances existing cooperation by
moving from mere political dialogue to active political cooperation on issues of mutual interest,

at bilateral, regional, continental or global level.

The Partners therefore agree to establish a new overarching umbrella structure for all existing
fora of cooperation, the Mogébagoba' Dialogue. A tree in traditional African culture symbolises
a place where people engage in dialogue and resolve common challenges. The Mogdébagoba
Dialogue is composed of all relevant meetings overseeing all forms of cooperation between the
two partners: including the Joint Cooperation Council, Ministerial Troika meetings as well as

regular Summits.

! The Mogébagéba is the national tree of South Africa (Podocarpus latifolius or Real Yellowwood)






